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= 
The Right Honourable 
Sir George Treby, Knight, 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
COMMON-PLEAS: 


| AND 
To His Religious Conſort, 


The Lady TR E BY. 


My Lord, 


© "Hat Great, Religious and 
Learned Prelate , the 


Glory of the Weſt, Dr. Joſeph 
Hall, then Biſhop of Exeter, 


thus Remarks on the Man men- 
A} tioned 


—— 


rm — eeoo_— ow eo 


— — 


1 he Epiſtle. 


tioned in the Goſpel, called Le- 
gion, © The Pofleſſed 1s bound 
* with the inviſible Fetters of 
* Satan, and with the mate- 
© rial Chains of the Inhabi- 
« tants ; what can bodily force 
© prevail againſta Spirit ? yet 
* they endeavoured this res 
© ſtraint in Charity, that he 
* might not hurt himſelf ; 
© and in Juſtice, that hemight 
© not miſchief others. Nether 


© may the Spiritually Poſſefled 


* be otherwiſe handled.two ſorts of 
** Chains are fit for outragionus Sin- 
« ners,Good Laws.and Impar- 
** tial Execurions; that they may 
i not harm, nor be hurt to Eternal 
{*. Death. Thoſe Tron Chains were 
* no ſocner faſtned 'on the Demc- 
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© The Epiltle. 


* nac,then broken ; but the Eter- 
*© nal Decree Satan can never 
* break ; the Almighty Ruler of 
* Heaven, Earth and Hell, has 
* chained him up in the bottomleſs 
« Pit. Th it is with the Spi- 
* ritually Poſſefled,all Bonds of 
'* ReStraint are commonly burſt by 
* the fury of Wickedneſs ; Any 
** regard to the Fear of God, to 
* Civility, to a Dread of Men, 
*© to wholſome Laws, and careful 
&* Executions, are no more to the 
** deſperately Licentious,than Cob- 
* webs to an Hornet : Tet let theſe 
* wilde& Wretches know,God has 
* provided Bon1s for them, even 
* Everlaſting Chains of Dark- 
** neſs : Theſe will hol: the De- 
* wils themſelves (their MaSters) 
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The Epiſtle 
« unto the Pudgment of the Great 


= Day, how much more thoſe im- 


l - potent Vaſſals. Oh that Men 
It would ſuffer themſelves fo be 
l y bound to their Behaviour, by the 
[ ſweet and eafte Recognizance of 


_ their Duty to God, an1the Care 
© of their own Souls ; fo that they 


q © might rather be bound up in the 
li &® Bundle of Life T. 

1 _ : 

i My Lord, 

li The Religious Proclamations 
[ of our Gracious Sovereign, the 
| publick Countenance of a National 


| Reformation given by many of the 
fi Spiritual and Temporal I ords; the 
particular Encouragement hereof 
| 
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2 + Biſhop Halls Contempl. Tom. 2. 
[. 3. C, 5. P. 76. 
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The Epiſtle. 


by your Lordſhip, and mo$t of 
the Tulges ; with the warm Zeal 
of many JuStices of the Peace, 
for the checking the Immoralities 
of Profligate Sinners, ſeem to 
be an happy Token of the length- 
ning out of the Nation's Tran- 
quillity ; and is a plain Demon- 
Stration , that (notwithS$tanding 
our Daring Provocations) the 
Great God has not yet judici- 
ally hidden from our Eyes, the 
Things of our Peace. 


My Lord, 

Your Lord/hi p's unſtained Con- 
verſation, and your univerſally 
moſt juſtly applauded Equity mn 
your Hentences in that Great 
Court of Fudicature, where you 

| have 
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The Epiſtle. 


have the Deſerved Honour to 
preſide ; doth en/iven many with 
wig ul hopes that Righteouſ- 
- 4 s ſhall in theſe Days be the 

Eſtabliſhment of the Royal 
— 2g and of the whole King- 


dom. 


My Lady. 
I hope ( NES A fo much as the 


fa picion of Flattery ) I may rec- 


kon it as your Priviledge , of 
which you have enjoy d the ſweet- 
et Experience, not only to know 
God, but rather to be known 
of "Tully The diſcovery of Grace 


Hhines illuftriouſly on many in the 
Declarations of the Goſpel, but 
few are begotten of an incorrup- 


tible Seed : Trejoice in the Exi- 


dences 
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T he Epiſtle 
dences of that diſtinguiſhing 
Grace, which has viſited your 
Soul. Tour Preſence in Reltgt- 
ous Aſſemblies, as it is neceſſary 
to build you up in your mo$t holy 
Faith ; ſo your Countenancing of 
Religion by ſo conſtant an At- 
tendance, an Encouragement 
to others to look Heawven-ward.: 
May the Knowledge of the Bleſ- 
ſed Feſus increaſe in your Mind, 
by the Holy Spirits taking of 
the things of Chriſt, and ſhew- 
ing them to you. May your 
Graces be as Reſplendent as your 
Honour, your Reliſh of Heawen- 
ly T hings be daily ſweeter, and 


your believing eſtimate of Di- 


wine Objefts be much higher than 
any pecaliar value which your 


greatest 
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The E piſtle. 


greate} Admirers can expreſs 
towards you on Earth. There's 
ny Condition but is attended with 

Snares, Grandeur is not leſs 

dangerous than meaner Circum- 

ftances : May the Lord himſelf 
therefore preſerve both your Ho- 

nours by his Mighty Power, 

through Faith unto Salvation. I 

am, my Lord and Lady, 


Mary Magd. Tours to ſerve you 


Bermondſey, -,, the Goſpel of 
May 90.1700. Feſus Chri, 


Ifaac Mauduit. 


MARK 


MARK X. 21. 


Then Feſus beholding him, loved 


him. 


ſome, to determine how our 
Redeemer could love this young 
Man, to whom the Text refers : 
He was Proud, inſiſting on his own 
Righteouſneſs ; through his Cove- 
touſneſs he parted with a Saviour 
to retain his Eſtate « After he knew 
the Will of God, he was offended 
at Chriſt's DoQrine, quitted his 
Company, and never return'd to 
him again; w. 20, 21, 22. Maſter, 
all theſe have I obſerved from my 
Jouth, Teſus ſaid unto him, One 
thing thou lackeſt ; go thy way, ſell 
whatſoever thou haſ#, and give to the 
FOor, 


T* has imployed the Minds of 
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poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in; 
heaven ; and come and take up the 
croſs, and follow me. Azd he was 


fad at that ſaying ; aud went away 
grieved; for he had great poſſeſſions. 
Yet the Text acquaints us, Teſs 
beholding him, loved him, Toſolve 
this Difficulty, we may diſtinguiſh 
the Object and the Act. 

1. The Object. There was ſome 
Goodneſs or Ingenuity in the Dif: 
polition, or wma in the Con- 
verſation of this Perſon. Our Re- 
deemer loved the little remainder of 


the Divine Image, as yet preſerved 


in his Heart and Life; Tenzes & 
paulatim Evaneſcentes Imagins ſue 
reliquias, Our Lord liked well 
thar this young Man was not 
tainted with the common Corrup- 
tion of that Ape ; did not wallow 
in the general Pollution of thoſe 
times; was not carried away with 
the overſpreading deluge of Wick- 
edneſs in thoſe days. Though his 


Sobriety was grounded only nn Re- 
ftraining 
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ſtraining Grace, vouchſated by God 


to him in his greener years ; his 
degenerate Nature was not chang'd 
by Renewing Grace ; his Luſts were 
not mortified, only curbed 1n, by 
the common Influences of the Spirit 
of God upon him : This was the free 
Gift of God, not ſubduing Sin with- 
in ; ſed in quibws illi placet panlatin 
reprimentts ; controuling and check- 
ing impetuous and vile Afﬀections in 
whom he pleaſes *, 

2. The Act here mentioned, Loved, 
may be conſidered two ways ; there 
is a Divine and Humane Love. 

1. A Divine AﬀeQion. This alſo 
15 either ſpecial or general, 

(1.) Diſtinguiſhing ſpecial, or pe- 
culiar, attended with Grace and Sal- 
vation ; a Love belonging to none 
but Saints, whom God loved from 
everlaiting, Jer. 31, 3. Towards 
theſe he had a Love of Good-w1ll, 
before they were eff. tually calPd ; 


i 


* Will. Strong of the Covenant, p. 101. 
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Yea, I have loved thee with an ever. 
lating Love; therefore with loving- 
kindneſs have I drawn thee : And 
theſe he 1imbraces with a Love of 
Delight, after their ſincere Conver- 
fion; Then the Lord rejoices over 
them with ſinging, and reſts in hi 
love. Zyph. 3. 17. The Love of 
God ſhines forth in the brighteſt 


manner to the Elect, Theſe he ſets a- 


part for himſelf out of the degenerate 
maſs of Mankind, compared with 
whom he hates the reſt : Rom. 9. 14. 
Thefe he effeQtually calls by the 
Power of the Holy Spirit in their 
Hearts, others he only. invites by the 
outward Preaching of the Goſpel : 
On theſe he beſtows Faith and Re- 
pentance, others he only commands 
to believe and repent: Theſe he free- 
ly juſtifies, regenerates and fancti- 


fies ; to others he only offers theſe 


Priviledges : Alſo amongft the E- 
lect, ſome are not yet reconcild, 


- not pardon'd, nor purg'd ; theſe 


God intends to do good unto ; y = 
e 
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he is aQtually gracious to, and fin- 
gularly loves them whom he tranl- 


forms into his own likeneſs : Theſe 
come neareſt to his Image, and have 
2 more eminent Intereſt in his Af- 
feftion : Yea in Heaven above, God 
loves them beſt who do moſt re- 
ſemble him *. Such a Love as rhis, 
Jeſus Chriſt had not for the young 
Man. 

(2.) General, The great God 
loves all his Creatures, more emi- 
nently Mankind, peculiarly them 
who have any Features of his Image 
appearing in them. The Redeemer 
approved the good Qualities or Ver- 
tues diſcernable in this young Per- 
ſon. All are not cqually lov'd by 
the great God ; Thus St. Auguſtine 
expreſſes it ; God it*s true loves what 
he has made, though more the ratio- 
nal Creatures; yet more the Mem- 
bers of his only begotten Son ; but 
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B moſe 


(6) 
moſt of all Jeſus Chriſt * : With 
him he is infinitely 'and eternally 


 well-pleaſed. 


2, ; There 1s a Hymane Love ; 
and of this the Text 1s to be under- 
{tood : For as our Saviour took our 
Nature, he was allo cloathed with 
our Afﬀections : Jeſus beholding this 
young Man, loved him; for his 
good Nature, and externally blame- 
leſs Life, To be juſt in thy Deal- 
ings, to walk righteouſly and ſo. 
berly, 15 agreeable to Reaſon ; and 
1s an ennobling of thy Nature. Mc. 
6. 8. He has ſhewed thee, O Man, 
what is good, and what the Lord re- 
quires of thee ; to ao juſth Þ. 

Righteouſneſs or Juſtlce com- 
priſes a knot or chain of Vertues 
in it. Chriſt Jeſus now expreſſed 
an Hnmane Aﬀection, perhaps in a 
way of Courteſie and Pity. 
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(1.) In a way of Courtelie: 
Chriſt received him very gracioully, 
and kiſſed him ; as Orzzex notes. 
When any diſputed learnedly, and 
anſwered well before the Rabbies; 
they kiſſed the Heads of ſuch ; . as 
Lightfoot obſerves : It may be Chriſt 
did the like, when this young Per- 
{on came. and kneeled before him 5 
though in the Text, the word is. 
not i2ianow, but i4mow, not he kiſſed 
him, but he loved him : Doubtleſs 
our Lord treated him kindly 1n his 
Speeches, or ina friendly Carriage 
towards him ; as a welcome gueſt 
is entertained by us *. Our bleſſed 
Saviour readily owns the leaſt Good 
in Men : This Perſon was not gra- 
cious, yet Chriſt did not diſcourage 
him. If a Reed be broken we fling 
it away, or trample it under feet ; 
but the Lord Jeſus is of another diſ- 
polition ; Matt. 12: 20. He will not 
break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 
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(3) 
ſmoaking flax. Tho? a bright flame 
of Holineſs doth not yer ſhine forth 
in thy Converſation, fome ſmoak- 
ing Goodneſs is not diſcountenanc®d 
by Heaven. 

(2.) With Pity and Compaſſion. 
This young Man. pretended to have 
obſerved the Commands of God ; 
but he had done much to no Saving 
purpoſe ; He lo all the benefit of his 
Obedience, by ſetting it up as his Righ- 
teouſaeſſ, Chriſt therefore might 
condole that he went no farther in 
Religion, ſeeing he was not openly 
Vicious ; but free from thoſe Ex- 
ceſſes which many then ſunk into. 

Moreover, the Lord Jeſus is a 
ſingular Friend of Humane Society; 
the Preſervation of Mankind is ve- 
ry grateful to him; he therefore 
likes Political Vertues, e, g. Jultice, 
Temperance, Moderation, Fidelity, 
Prudence, which Excellencies tend 
to maintain the Publick : Though 
ſuch Societies ſhall receive the pe- 
culiar Marks of his Favour, who 

unite 
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nite their Endeavours for a National 
Reformation ; who ave truly the Pil- 
lars of the Land, - and the Comptrol- 
lers of the Vites, of a diſſolute Age. 
From the whole we may remark ; 


Do&. The Lord Feſus lowes , takes 
pleafure in, and countenances all 
that lead a Vertuoas, Regular, 
Moral Converſation. 


In the DoQtrinal part we may 1n- 
{iſt on theſe Heads. 

Firſt, The Fall of Adam has mi- 
ſerably weaken'd the Children of 
Men, as to their Morals. 

Secondly, The grave, the beſt, 
the moſt admired Pagan Maſters 
tor Morality, are kfeiee guides ; 
as to the ordering of our Conver- 
ſation. 

Thirdly, Morality is good, and 
very heneticial. 

Fourthly, Yet it doth not merit 
Grace, is not equal to it , nor 
{ccures the Soul. 


pl 
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Firſt, The Fall of Adam has mi- 
ſerably weaken'd the. Children of 
Men, as to their Morals, What 
Intemperance and Luxury do over- 
flow the greater part of Mankind ? 
How many do impair their Health, 
and ſhorten their days, digging 
their own graves by Surfeits and 
Drunkenneſs ? Senſuality pollutes 
both Soul and Body, and maniteſt- 
Iy impairs the Natural Strength ; 


Balnea,uina, Venus corrumpunt cor- 
pora noitra. | 


Therefore the Roman Funerals were 


wont to be at the gates of the Tem. 


' ple of Yerws ; ginty intimating, 
0 


that the Luſts of many do deſtroy 
their Lives *, Such are nor govern'd 
by Reaſon, but by a worſe than 
bruriſh Appetite : Yet even Sobrie- 
ty Is not Natures Fruit, but a gilt 
of God ; not only Jultifying Faith, 
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but Continency is not from our 
ſelves, but from God, 1 Cor, 7..7. 
Without a Divine Influence weare 
no more for vertuous Actions, then 
a Beam is powerful when the Sun is 
clouded. VVeare ſuch Clay as can- 
not form it ſelf into a Veſſel of 
Moral-Honour, far leſs into a Vel- 
ſel of Grace. -, Nature is overgrown 
with Corruption, It is not intrinſe- 
cally ſufficient for, Juſtice or Tem- 
perance ; We bave brutifyd our Tems 
pers, and cannot Moralize our Souls 
without common (race ; neither ſhall 
ever be partakers of a Divine Nature, 
without diſtinguiſhing ſpecial Grace *, 
| Secondly, The graveſt or moſt ad- 
_ mired Pagan Maſters are defeQtive 

guides, as to the ordering 'of the 
Converſation. The Heathen Phi- 
loſophers indeed endeavour'd to che- 
11h or enliven ſome faint Principles, 
or warm Sparks of the Law of God, 
yet” remaining on the Hearts of 
Men ; labouring to calm the Aﬀe- 


* Charn. 2. Vol. -Þ. 164: 
B 4 ctions, 
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Ctions, to huſh the ſtorm of raging 
Paſſions, and to civilize the deport- 
ment of the Children of Men : In 
order to which they ſtole ſome light 
from the Holy Scriptures, bringing 
their Torches to the Sun. The Ver- 
tues which ſome of the P/atoniſts 
adviſed to, for purging away the 
defilements of the Soul, they bor- 
rowed from Chriſtian Writers ; ſince 
none of the Philoſophers ever made 
mention of thoſe Vertues, till Chriſts 
manifeſtation in the Fleſh *, Alas, 
how weak was that grand direQi- 
on of old, EZuwugpdras 75 over Civ, to 
live according to Nature ?! It's true, 
in the ſtate of Innocency the Mind 
was furniſh'd with perfect Inſtru- 
Qtions ; but ſince Adam's Apoſtacy, 
we might as well expect to meet 
with all the Maxims of Archite- 
Eture in the Ruins of a ſtately 
Building, as to find within our 
ſelves exact Counſels of what we 
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(13) 
ſhould perform or avoid , without 
being taught of God, None of the 
celebrated Heathen Authors ever 
enjoin'd the Love of God, tho? it 1s 
moſt reaſonable that our Aﬀ/eQtions 
ſhould firſt aſcend. to him in their 
fulleſt vigour, to whom our Obli- 
gations are ſo vaſt, and whom all 
other ObjeQts are infinitely beneath. 
VVhat DireQions can we receive 
from Ariſtotle or Plato, to prepare 
us for intimate delightful Commuz ion 
with God ; though this is the ſu- 
pream happineſs of our Souls ? The 
Heathen Sages zever propoſed divine 
Glory as the end of Mens Actions, 
but perſwaded to Vertue to gain 
Reputation in the world ; to pre- 
vent the miſchiefs of Licentiouſ- 
neſs ; or to draw the AﬀeCctions by 
the charming AſpeCt of a commen- 
- dable Deportment : Yea they aſcri- 
bed the praiſe of all their beſt AQi- 
ons to themſelves. Riches, Ho- 
. NOLT and Safety, they confeſſed to 
be the gitt of God ; bur imagin'd 
that 


(14) 
that Goodneſs loſt its luſtre if it 
came from above ; or depended on 
the Grace of another. Cicero thus 
ſpeaks, ** VVho ever gave Thanks 
« to the Gods that he was vertuous, 
* tho? he acknowledges it an Hea- 
& venly Favour to be rich, honou: 
&« rahle and ſecure from danger os 
The lameneſs of Philoſophical Coun- 
fels is demonſtrated at targe, bya 
fate and great Divine of our own 
Country Þ. That juſtly admired 
Light 'a the Eaſtern Church, long 
fince iiſplay*d the imperfe & dire- 
Qtions of the Pagan Morals ; ## « 
Ermots fe} 7% n00%8 wipes duray ; © What can 
« we think or ſay of their beſt Rules 
« of. Diſcipline ? All admire Peace, 
& or an happy Union an the Minds 
« of Citizens, a bleſſed accord in Fa- 
« milies, and an amicable converſe 
<«< with particular perſons ; but who 
& willbe influenced-to ſuch a frame, 
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« by reading the accounts of the 
« YYars, Diſcords, Rebellions of 
< their very Gods; or the innumera= 
« ble private and publick Calamitics, 
& which they brought upon the 
« world;with the Narratives where- 
&« of, the Hiſtories and Poems of the 
« Heathen, do ſo muck abound ? 
« Sooner would Mankind, yea the 
« moſt peaceable and prudent Per- 
« ſons, become mad, furious,and per- 
« petual diſturbers of their Neigh- 
« bours Peace; then they are like to 
« be moderate or prudent. by ſuch 
«* Examples. How can we expect that 
* che Temptations of Luſt ihould be 
* avoided *,or hope to reform the vi- 
* cious 3 when their very Gods are 
« repreſented as Leaders to, and Pa- 
«trons of the molt vile AﬀeQtions, 
* and the moſt debauch*dPracticesF? 
* This were enough indeed to turn 


6c our {tomachs againft the Heathen 
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« Poets, that they ſhould mention 
&« thoſe Perſons as ador'd for Gods , 
« who were guilty of the Cr:mes 
&« avenged onMortals with the ſeve- 
&« reſt Laws, and moſt diſmal Execy- 
« tion *. Thoſe Authors that were 
in greateſt Reputation, yet deliver- 
ed many Immoral Maxims 1n their 
V Vritings : e. g. The Stoicks com- 
mended Self-murder in ſeveral caſes. 
Ariſtotle allow?d the Appetite to re- 
venge Injuries to be as natural, as 
an inclination to Gratitude ; to put 
up an Afﬀront he reputed ſervile, 
but accounted Pride to proceed from 
a ſublime Spirit. Plato in his Refi- 
ned Commonwealth, indulg*d a Com- 
munity of V Vives, and licens*d the 
telling Lies upon occaſion F. 


Tyirdly, Morality is good, and 
very beneficial : It's a Beauty to 
Humane Societies, a Satisfaction to 
a natural Conſcience ; ſecurity to 


—— . ww uy - ——  — 


* Greg. Naz, Orat. 3. Þ. 107. Art. 114, £15. 
7 Bates's Harm. þ. 358, 359» 
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the Body, and exemplary to others. 
In whcmſoever it is found, it may 
be juſtly applauded and incourag'd. 
It is a Fruit of Chriſt's Mediation, 
and a Preſervative of Mankind ; 
without which this lower world 
would be a Bedlam or Shambles. 
Chriſt looked on the Phariſees with 
Diſdain and Anger, but the Text 
acquaints you, He beheld the young 
man, and loved him. Our Lord had 
ſome AfﬀeCtion for him, though he 
did not eternally reward him. Ver- 
tue may not be confounded with 
Vice ; They who perform Acts of 
Juftice, Honour, Kindneſs, Com- 
paſhon, are not guilty like them 
who are arraigned every Seſlions ; 
as violating the Laws of Nature and 
Reaſon. Under the Old Teſtament 
Difpenſation,ſerious Perſons had fre- 
quent Viſits from the holy Angels © : 
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Cazlicols nondum ſpreta pietate jrlebant. 
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Yet Catullas (one ignorant of .the 


holy Scriptures) imputes the loſing 
of their company to the wickednels 
of the times *. 


This was. the Reaſon afſign'd by 


anHcathen, why the Angels were not 
any more ſent down to Men from 
Heaven, becauſe the Inhabitants of 
the V Vorld-had abandon'd Righte- 


ouſneſs by the covetouſneſs of their 


defires; many dy*'d their hands in 
their Brethrens blood ; the Parents 
will'd for the death of their Sons; 
to enjoy inceſtuouſly ſurviving Re- 
lations ; and all things were over- 
run or diſturbed with a profane and 
unaccountable fury + But the grave 
Moralilt is recompenc*d many ways 


——_— 


* Sed poſtquam Tellus ſcelere eft imbuta nefar- 
do, toc. 
Tuſtificam noabis mentem avertere Deorum, 
Quare nec tales dignantur viſere cetus, 
Nec ſe contingi patiuntur lumine claro, 
F Zanch. oper, Tocol. Tom. 3. p. 159. 
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by God in this Life , though his 
works are unprofitable to Salvati- 


on ; not being enliven'd by Faith, 


not purifPd by Love to the Re- 


deemer, not deſigning God's Glory. 


And here remember, 7 

I. Grace doth not aboliſh Na- 
ture fo far as good, but refines 1t ; 
by higher Principles, by more noble 
Ends. Chriſtianity eſtabliſhes whar- 
ever is good, pure , lovely, praiſe- 
worthy, in the Eyes of all Men, 
Rom. 14. 18. He that in theſethings 
ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, 


and approved of Mex. Art thou 
called by the name of the Lord Je-. 


ſus, yet comeſt ſhort of the very 
Heathen ? Nay, thou art far worſe 
than an Infidel, if in a Land of 
Light thou ſinneſt againſt Nature 


and Grace. Philemon a Pagan Poet. 


would teach thee better Morals , 
not to defile Virgins, not to pollute 
thy Neighbours Bed ; for the Eye of 
God is continually upon thee *. 
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*- Juſt. Mart. de Monarc. Dej, þ. 105. 
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2. The Publick Peace and Safety, 
with thy own Tranquility, areeſta- 
bliſhed by a ſober Converſation. 
Enemies to the power of Godlineſs 
are leſs exaſperated, if they behold 
thy honeſt quiet Behaviour ; their 
Spirits are molliffd ; their Rage is 
mitigated : Such is the efficacy of 
a regular inoffenſive Behaviour, that 
it conſtrains them to concord, who 
had little inclination for it in their 
natural Tempers * ; Who 7s he 
that will harm you, if ye are fol- 
lowers of that which is good ? 1 Pet. 
3. 13. A ſtrong Conviction faſtens 
on the Conſciences of wicked Men, 
obliging them to reverence unſtain- 
ed Innocency ; the marble Heart of 
that Prince did ſweat hereby : 1 Sam. 
24. 16, 17, 18. Saul ſaid, Is this thy 
voice, my ſon David? And Saul lift 
up his voice and wept, And he ſaid 
to David, Thou art more righteous 
chan I; for thou haſt rewarded me 


Manibuſq, junttis 


*- 


Ducit ad pacem pietas negantes. 
Sen. Thyeſtes a&. 3. Charts. 
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good, whereas I have rewarded thee 
evil. If a man find his enemy, will 
he let him go away ? Wherefore the 
Lord reward thee good, for that thor 
hait done unto me this day, God by 
his Providence prevents many ex= 
ternal Vexations, to them that or- 
der their Converſation aright, he 
ſhews his Salvation ; or his preſence 
in the Soul, maintains a ſerenity 1a 
their Minds, The philoſopher 
chought that Vertue had power e- 
nough, to break the force oi Trou- 
bles, Sorrows or Injuries ; and theſe 
could do no more damage to a ver- 
tuous Spirit, than when a Shower 
talls into the Ocean ©. 

3. An externally blameleis De- 
portment is one fruit of Regene- 
ration, It is Go1's Prerogative to 
renew the Heart, but we are com- 
manded to manifeſt the reality of 
our Converſion by Works meet for 
Repentance ; by a righteous tem- 
perate inoffkenſive Behaviour before 


Men. 


* Sen. Ep. 66. L. 9. p.255. 
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Men. As 26. 26. Repent and turn 
to Goa, and do works meet for repen- 
tance, Never pretend to be born of 
God, boaſt not of an inward work 
of Grace, without an alteration in 
thy irregular praftice, Didft thou 
love God, believe in Chriſt, hate 
Evil ia thy Heart, delight in Holi- 
neſs, or hadſt a deep ſenſe on thy 
Thoughts of a World to come; 
thou wilt aſſuredly diſcover it, by 
the honefty, gravity, ſobriety of 
thy Behaviour, True Morality con- 
ſiſts in avoiding Vices, and imbra- 
cing Vertues : It is not ſufficient to 
abſtain from Evil, it we do not 
Good : Iſa. 1. 16, 17. Truth and 
Falſhood, Modeſty and Frowardzef, 
Faith and Perfidiouſneſs, Chaſtity and 
Laxury, do overtarn each other ; we 
muſt ſtruggle with the Corruption of 
oar Natures, by the vigorous reſiſt ance 
of contrary Yertues *, 

4. The Holy Scriptures condemn 
all Excefſes and Diſorders. The 


'* Bern, de ord, vite þ. L245, 


Law 


(23) 
Law of God is the Rule of the new 
Nature ; whatever this blames, we 
muſt carefully decline : EaCn real 
Chriſtian is tender of offending God, 
and has an awe upon him of the 
Command : P/al. 119. 16s. My 
Heayt ſt andeth in awe of thy word, 
Hypocrites are often buſie about the 


Ceremonies or Fringes of Religt- {.. 


on, yet neglect the weightieſt Du- 
ties. Wo to you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, hypocrites; for ye pay tithe of 
mint, aniſe and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy and faith, Mat. 
23. 23. But the ſincere have a con- 
{cientious regard, to whatſoever is 
grounded on Divine Authority. 
Clem, Alex. gives. us a good Note, 
p. i95. Filthy Words, obſcene Pti- 
tures, wanton Embraces, may not be 
retained in our Memories , accord- 
ing to the advice of the blefled 
Apoſtle, Eph. 5. 3. Fornication, and 
all ancleanneſs, let it not once be n4- 
med amongſt you, as becometh ſaints. 

2 Heaven 
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Heaven forbids the bare mentioning 
of lewd Speeches or Practices, un- 


leſs tv convitt Malefactors : What 
a Solace then is it to obſerve ſo ma- 
ny formed into Societies for a Pub- 
lick Reformation, with the ſteadteit 
Reſolutions, and the graveſt Counſel, 
doing their utmoit for an Effetual 
Reſtraint of the Profaneneſi of the 
preſent Age ? The very Heathens at 
the Great Day, are likely to be 
Witneſſes againſt thoſe debauch'd 
Wretches, which are ſiez?d and 
brought ro Juſtice every week, by 
your abundant Care, and righteous 
Orders. Even the Pagans upbraid- 


ed the Adulrteries of their times in Þ 


their Cities ; 


MotN6/a ov Te #) dvd pay mitts avout, 
Onavnving,dNuCr Te rout, mm,mvT” ax 0am 


As they alſo expreſſed their admi- 
ring of the chaſt and ſober, whoſe 
Minds were not defiled with im- 
pure Deſires, and who by no 'Temp'F 
tations could be drawn off from = | 

Rules| 
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Rules of Vertue to hateful Whore- 
doms :. 


Quos deſiderium tenuit nec turpe Cabilis 

Alterias, nec tetra inviſaq; ſtapra tu- 
lerunt 

Ulla unquam maribus *, 


5. A vertuous Converſation is 
not a light matter. Divine Glory, 
the publick Welfare, the ſupport of 
Humane Society, with the witneſs 
of thy Integrity ; are all concerned 
init: To be careleſs hereof, plain- 
ly argues a diſregard to God him- 
ſelf; and diſcovers the Atheiſm of 
our Hearts. r Foh. 3.10. Whoſoever 
aoth not righteouſneſs is not of God, 


| The Philoſopher obſervd, That 
| Vertne has ſomething noble, royal, un- 
| conguer?d, unwearied ; out Voluptu- 


ouſneſs is mean, ſervile, weak and va- 
niſhing ; ſupported only in Stews and 
Taverns +, 
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* Clem, Alex, Pedag. l. 2. þ. I95. 
7} Sen. de Vit. beat. c. 7. þ. 621. | 
C }. Foarthly, 


——_omeremnyc  ro—m_— Corn _ 
CE _—_— —— 
<—_ 
> -s _ _—_— 

y——_—_ 


CREE I nn RI DED DD a Ennn 
” AP —_—_ 


- —— _ — prey 
VP WO PO TT INE TW REL, 
_ I ee eee ED . 
EIN c———_—— . . 
"gw a_ = 
-m —_ _—_— . 
5 I renee 


Fourthly, Teſt we exalt Vertue 
above meaſure,we may not forget, 

& It doth not merit Grace. It's 
Pelagianiſm to ſuppoſe that if a 
Man did what he could, that God. 
were bound to give him farther 
Grace : On this wretched bottom 
the Pzyiſts ground their Merit of 
Condignity, as to the works of the 
regenerate ; and a Merit of Con- 
oruity on the actions of the unre- 
newcd ; as if God in Equity were 
oblig'd to reward the laudable Car- 
riage of the unſanctified, with true 
Converſion : whereas the Holy 
Spirit entirely aſcribes the new Birth 
to Divine Grace and Mercy ; 17. 
J. 5. Not by works of 1iphteonſaefl, 
which we have dove, but according t0 
hes mercy he ſaved us, Tt 15 not bare- 
ly Jatd, it was of Mercy, but Works 
are utterly diſclaim*d : St. Paul 
doth not mingle theſe, as if our 
Happineſs were partly by Works, 
and in part by Mercy ; but Works 
are quite excluded ; nor 1s the 
* Apoliic 


(27) 


Apoſtle contenred to cathier Works, 
but to prevent all miſtakes, explains 
his thoughts ; by adding, Wot by 
Works of Righteoujaeſs which we 
have done ; ſignifying that all our 
Devotions are intirely rejected from 
being the cauſe of ſaving Grace. 

2, No lovely Qualities of the 
gravelt Moralift, can equal the 
Graces of the Holy Spirit, They 
are little better than Atheiſts, who 
magnifie the vertues of the Hea- 
then to debaſe Chriſtianity ; who 
ſuppoſe there is more Uprightneſs 
in the Inſtitutions of the Pagans, 
than in the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt. 
I grant, in degenerate times ſober 
perſons may litt vp their heads; not 
as it they were true Converts, but 
they are not ſo bad as covetous or 
cheating Profeſſors : Yet the Power 
of Godlineſs and a new Birth, is 
eaſily diſcernable from the ſhining 
excellencies of the Gentiles. Alex- 
ander, it's true, forbore to defile 
Darins?s Qpeen, from the Gallantry 
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of his Spirit ; but Joſeph durſt nor 
commit Adultery, from an Awe of 
God upon his Heart. Scipio was not 
ſollicited ro Licentiouſneſs by any 
of his Captives ; but Joſeph*s Mi- 
ſtreſs urged often to that Villany , 
who could have preferr*d or undone 
him, as he comply*d with, or ab- 
horr*d her defires, Ger. 39. 7. ad 
20, 

3. The ſtate of the Soul is not 
ſafe, by the moſt ſpecious or moral 
deportment. Vertue 1s too amiable 
to be diſcountenanc'd, yet if thou 
loveſt thy ſelf ſeek after an higher 
Elevation. Tt 1s ike curious Paint, 
as a gracetu] Picture, or uſeful Ar- 
tifice; yet it 15 not a Principle of 
Spiritual Life within 3 a Glow- 
worm iparkles 1o the night, bur it 
15 n0 Star, Do not throw off Mo- 
rality, but reſtleſly purſue heaven- 
iy Grace; leſt only coming near to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, thou 
{houldſt never be tranſlared into it. 
Perhaps thou induligeſt to no open 

VICE, 
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vice, yet art without Chriſt, thou 


art uſeful in the State, but not ac- 
cepted of God : Chriſt Jeſus loved 
this young Man for the watter of 
his Obedience, yer he told him faith- 
fully, Oze thing thou lackeſt., Yea, 
thy Sobriety is a ſnare, if thou art 
conceited of it, and reſteſt in it ; 
not {ecking to be reconciPd to God 
in the Method of the Goſpel : Not- 
withſtanding thy regular Behaviour 
in the Eye of Men, thou mayeſt be 
ſpiritually dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins ; a ſtench or putrefaCtion is 
prevented by Embalming, yet the 
Corps is dead. Gez. 50. 2. Thou 
avoideſt Scandal, yet perhaps har- 
boureſt ſpiritual Sins ; that which 
is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, whe- 
ther in Vicodemzws or in Judas, Till 
renewed in the Spirit of thy Mind, 
thou haſt no better than an Animal 
or rational Lite, art not yet parta- 
ker of a Divine Nature. Vertae ts 
the fruit of a ftricf Education, bat 
Grace is the prodatt of the bleſſed 
Spirit ; 


> rg Oo EL 8» 
— ne voy 
bY aan 
— woes, cos —_ — te NOONE —— — FY 


= — ch <WLF P Laps -- mg On YN — ww —_ - 


mn. ML 


CN ee em Tg Ps 
—A 4 - - - 


a -w OD * PIT " 
- _—_—_— TT 


ee ———— CR 
— I —— — ———— 


a I IIIEY 
_—— ——— 


_ Sg 
— ——_— m_ TED 


( 30 ) 
Spirit ; the former is by awakening 
Nataral Light, the latter is from an 
Heavenly Beam, or the peculiar Love 
of Goa: Tax firit rouſes, by jogging 
of thy Conſcience ; the fecond 1s 
the breathing of the Holy Ghoſt 


upon thee, making all things new 
within *. 


Uſe 1. With mournful Hearts let 
us all conſider, how heavy will their 
Condemnation be, who have no- 
thing lovely in them ! Once per- 
haps they had curious parts, but 
have beſotted themſelves in a worſe 
than brutiſh Drunkenneſs. Theſe 
have quite ſuppreſt any uſeful. 
Thoughts in their Minds, by Luxu- 
ry and Riot; they have perverted 
any Moral Inclinations (thoſe re- 
maining Seeds of God in Nature) 
by their W horedoms, by proſtitu- 
ting their Conſciences, by ſmother- 
ing any rebukes of their own Hearts. 


_— 
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+ Char. 2.0. þ. 108, 
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Eph. 4. 19. Who being paſt feeling, 
have given themſelves over to laſci= 
wiouſneſs, to work ail uncleanneſs with 
greedinefi, By ſubjeating theralelves 
to the tyranny of vicious Cuſtoms, 
they have provoked God to give 
them up to the {winge of ſenſual 
Luſts. Theſe have loſt the benefit 
of any goodnels in a natural Tem- 
per or a ſober Education, and de- 
ſpiſe the InftruCtions of their beſt 
Friends ; living in defiance of the 
Laws of Gnd and Men : Many, ma- 
ny of theſe infamous wretches, you 
have juſtly expoſed to the world in 
your Black Liits; and have brought 
near Four Thouſand of them to feel 


ſomething of the ſharpneſs of Im- 


partial Juſtice, as an effeCtual warn- 
ing to other daring MalefaQours. 
But if the Heathens periſh?d, not- 
withſtanding Exemplary Morality, 
and many excellent Qualities; how 
low in the bottomleſs Pit will theſe 
ſiok, who check all the motions of 
the - Spirit of God, who flight all 

DE | the 
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the Judgments of Heaven, who 
with an high hand ſin againſt Or- 
dinances, FYrovidences, Education, 
with the laſhes of a natural Con- 
 ſeience; and tranſgreſs the moſt uſe. 
ful Laws of theſe Kingdoms ! 

There is a time wherein the evil 
Spirits expe to be tormented, more 
than now they are; the Demoniac 
expoſtulated thus, Art thon come to 
torment us before the time ?! The 
Devil knew that the laſt Aſſizes was 
the prefixed term for his full execu- 
tion, and that day was not then 
come ; even the Evil Spirits ac- 
knowledge , confeſs and fearfully at- 
tend, a ſet dry of univerſal Seſſions : 
They believe lefs than Devils, who 
doubt of, or deny, that day of final 
Retribution, © Oh the wonderful 
«& Mercy of God, who both to 
* ungodly Men and wicked Spirits, 
<< reſpites the utmoſt of their Tor- 
*« ment! He might on the firſt 
« inſtant of the Fallen Angels, have 


* inflicted on them the higheſt Ex- 
« tremity 


(33) 
<« tremity of his Vengeance : He 
« might upon the firſt Sins of our 


« Youth, yea of our Nature, have. 


« {wept us away, and given us our 
« portion in that fiery Lake ; but 
« he ſtays a time for both. Oh con- 
« ſider this ye lawleſs Sinners, that 
« ſay, Let us break his banas aſun- 
«© der, and caſt his cords from off us : 
&« However the Almighty ſuffers you 
« for a ſeaſon to have free ſcope to 
« Evil, and ye can now 1impotent- 
« ly reſiſt the revealed Will of your 
©: Creator ; yet the time ſhallcome 
« when ye ſhall ſee the very Maſters 


« ye have ſervd, (the Powers of © 


« Darkneſs) unable to avoid the Re- 
« verges of Heaven : Divine Power 
«© when it liſts, can command the 
« Devils to their Chains, how much 
« leſs ſhall Man ſtrive with his 
« Maker ; Man whoſe breath 1s 1n 
« his noſtrils, whoſe houſe is clay, 
* Whole foundation is in the duſt ? 
* No ſooner were the Devils caſt 
* out of the Man poſſeſ?d , bur 

** they 
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« they were in the Swine, and paſ- 
& ſed without intermiſſion from one 
& miſchief to another ; then was 
&< the Herd carried with violence 
« from a ſicep place into the Lake, 
&« and allchoaked : How eaſily doth 
<« the wicked one hurry thoſe Souls 
« (which are under his power,) to 
« deitruction ? Onclean beaſts that 
& wallow iz the mire of Senſuality, 
« bruiiſh adrunkards transforming 
&« themſelves by exceſs, even they are 
&«& S:v:7e ; whom the Legion carries 
« headloag to the pit of Perdition *. 
And do not our Souls bleed within 
us, when we obſerve ſo many Sin- 
ners enſ]-ved to divers Luſts, car- 
ried caprive by Satan at his pleaſure, 
and rreaſuring up wrath againſt the 
day or wrath ? 

2. Vich what a pleaſing aſpe& 
doth Heaven look on you, the Gex- 
tlemen of theſe Societies ; who are 
Enemies to Vice in others, ana your 
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ſelves ? The Text declares Jeſus be- 
holding this young Man, loved him; 
if an obſcure ſhadow of the Divine 
Image be any wiſe delighted in, 
much more grateful is a lively Pi- 
Cture, or fair impreſſion of it on the. 


Soul *. That converſe which I 
have of late injoy*d with ſeveral of 
you, chears my Heart with the 
Evidences of Grace, 2x truth and 
vigoxr, in ſome of your Souls ; The 
Lord increaſe the number amongſt 
ou, on whom he will pour out his 
Spirit of Sandtification ; and let me 
mention it to your honour, I hear- 
tily wiſh that the Example of /ome 
of yoa, may animate many others 
70 wreſtle with Heaven in a corner 
with anited cries ; that the Souls and 
Bodies of capital Maletactors miglt 
not periſh together ; that the Py- 
niſhments inflicted on the blackeſt 
Criminals might awaken their Con- 
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ſciences to argue powerfully in their 
boſoms, What fruit have ye in the 
things whereof afterward ye are aſha- 
med; the end whereof us death ? 

The Szoicks indeed very wickedly 
equaliz*d the Wildom and Vertues, 
of Men and of God ; for ?rudence 
making no difference but this, that 
the one was Immortal, and rhe o- 
ther Mortal; nay, that the Crea- 
ture had this advantage to be 4 happy 
Zn an Age, as Jupiter in ha Eternity, 
Yea, with the higheſt exceſs of 
Pride and Blaſphemy, they preferrd 
the wretched imperfect Vertue and 
Felicity of their wiſe Man, betore 
the infinite unchangeable Purity and 
Blefſedneſs of God himſelf ; ſaying 
God is wiſe and happy 4» the Privi- 
ledge of his Nature, whereas the Phi- 
lolopher was ſo by the Diſcourſe of 
Reaſon, and by the choice of his own 
Will; notwithſtanding the reſiſtance 
of his Paſſions, and the difficulties 
he encounters in the world. Thus 


they raiſed themſelves above the 
Throne 


P71 
Throne of God, which none ſince 
the rebellious Angels ever attempt- 
ed to do, but this Sect ; yer it was 
moſt renowned amongſt the Hea- 
thens *. But though none are per- 
fe&t abſolutely as their Heavenly 
Father is, yet living 1n obedience to 
the Goſpel, Heaven expects that we 
{Lould be like the Children of God, 
perfect without re uke F. Such 
upright Perſons, the Counten ince 
of God beholds with a ſmile; P/a/. 
1'.7. The Lord indeed owes no- 
thing to his Creature, yet from the 
Holineſs of his Nature he cannot 


but love Purity, as 4 Reſemblance of 


himſelf. Tt's Eſſential tothe Divine 
Majeſty to take pleaſure in Righte- 
ouſneſs, wherever he ſees ir; The 
Eyes of the Lord are upon the righ- 
teous, Nothing at firſt invited God 
to manifeſt his Goodneſs at the 
Creation, but having beautified 
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Adam with Innocency, it was im- 
poſſible nor to like the Copy of his 
own Nature. 'The great God moſt 
ardently loves his own Deity, and 
is well-pleaſed with any ſpark there- 
of appearing in any of his Crea- 
tures 3 and particularly zz your So- 
cieties. 

3. How juſtly may you exconrage 
Jour Spirits in your great Underta- 
kize to ſuppreſs the Immoralities 
of many ; and to eſtabliſh the ſo- 
ber orderiy Converſation of others. 
It is a fiza of a People given up 10 
Judgement, when xo Man makes head 
againſt the Projetts of Evil ; but 
alas what can oue ſtrong Man do, 
againſt an whole throng of wicked- 
neſs ? Yet this good comes of an un- 
prevailing reſiſtance, that Goa for- 
bears to plague where he finds but a 
ſprinkling of Faith : Happy ave they, 
who (like the Culeſtial Bodies carried 
about with the ſway of the highest 
Sphere; yet creep on their own ways) 
keeping ou the courſes. of their own 
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Holi neſs, againſt the ſwinge of com- 
*208 Corrnptions ; they ſhall both de- 
liver their own Souls, and help to 
withhold Judament from others *, 
Thus, this 1s like to be your Immor- 
tal Honour, who unite your Coun- 
fels and Abilities tor a National Re- 
formation : You cannot but ſuppoſe 
that your Bleſſed Deſign will be 
clogg'd with difficulties, and may 
at times meet with an 1nterrupti- 
on +: Yet let not your Spirits ſink, 
nor your Hands be enfeebled. TFhe 
very Heathen Philoſopher ſuppos'd, 
That no good Man would decline 
a vertuous Action, though Labour, 
Cenluring or Danger, attended it ; 
neither would adventure on a di{- 
honeſt A&, though Profit, Pleaſure 
and Preferment did accompany it |. 

But to put more Lite and Acti- 
yity into your Proceedings, you 


** Biſhop Hall's Contempl. N. T. l. 2. c. 5. 

Þ Ths S' deerhs Spa Jeot oegnucytyus £1as- 
Virtutem poſuere Dii ſudore parandain. Lauch. Tom « 
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may be particularly aſſured, hat 
the God of Peace will be with you. 
Whatſoever things are true, whatſo- 
ever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things are 
of good report ; if there be any vertue, 
if there be any praiſe, think on theſe 
things; and the God of Peace ſhall be 
with you. Phil. 4.8, 9 And having a 
Promiſe of the Divine Preſence, let 
RufÞfians, Bullyes, reviling Tongues, 
or Enemies of all Righteouſneſs do 
their worſt, by frowns, threatnings, 
plots or blows ; yet the thoughts 
of the Almighty's 'Care over him, 
was ſufficient to maintain the chear- 
fulneſs of David's Spirit ; and to 
advance him above any fervile Fears: 


"'Yea,: do but wait a while, and then 


you may ſee your deſire on them 
that hate you; in a change of their 
hearts, or ruining of their malici- 
ous deſigns : P/al. 118. 6, 7. Tour 
danger is alone from Men ; your help 
zs in the name of the Lord, who maae 


Heavens and Earth. Remember, 
. God 


(41) 

God has a ſpecial regard to any im- 
ploy'd in Publick Service : This 
was alledg?d to imbolden Jeſbua in 
his Expedition againſt the Canaa- 
xites, not viler wretches than thoſe 
you every week are dealing with. 
Joſh. 1. ;, Have not I commanded 
thee? Be ſtrong and of a good cour 
rage, be not afraid, neither be thou 
diſmayed ; for the Lord thy God is 
with thee, whitherſoever thou goeſt. 
Not only the Angels of the Churches 
are in Chriſt's Hand, but toe Sup- 
porters of a Nations Peace, the »p- 
holders of Flumane, yea of Chriitian 
Society, ſach as you are, May. war- 
rantably expeCt to be hid iz the ſha- 
dow of God”s hand, Tſa.4g9 2, Tho? 
this Promiſe was made to Chritt 
immediately, yet it belongs to 0- 
thers alſo, who are eminently 1n- 
gaged under him : To Jeruſalem, 
and to them that ſeek her welfare, 
the Lord will be as a Wall of Fire 
round about them; Zech. 2. 5. allu- 
ding perhaps to the Fiery Chariots, 
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the Life-guard of Angels, which 
{ſurrounded the City where Eliſha 
was; or reſpecting the cuſtom of 
Travellers, who were wont to make 
a circular Fire about them ; then 
no Lion, Wolf, Bear, Leopard, or 
wild Beaſt, durſt meddle with 
them *. Doubt not, the moſt High 
w1ll be your ſecurity from the Sons 
of Belial, who would fain offer 
Violence to you ; yea, ſeveral of 
you have had ſignal Experience al- 
ready, of Heavens Protection over 
zou ; Rowever, value not your 
Lives at {o dear a rate, as to gruage 
to reſign them 72 this Publick zea- 
lcas Service, of God and the Na- 
7102, | 

4. Oh that all who are inveſted 
with Power and Authority, would 
be intreated to draw forth the Sword 
of Faſlice, in a jaithful Execution 
of the many Righteous Laws of 
the Kingdom, againſt Drunkennels, 
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Sabbath-breaking, Whoredom, and 
worle than beaſtly Senſualities. 
Why doth the Repreſentative Body 
of the Nation ſo frequently prepare 
the moſt uſeful Bills, which our 
Gracious Sovereion readily and de- 
lightfully Signs; and by His Relize- 
ous repeated Proclamations, animates 
to the ſuppreſſing of Profanenels ? 


Muſt all theſe Edias with the 


Royal Commands, be only Read or 
Talk*d of ? Mepanager, an Heathen, 
puts careleſs and corrupt Magiltrates 
to the bluſh, ſor their perſonal Tr- 
regularities ; who give an evil Ex- 
ample in their Practice, tho? their 
Office requires them to EnaGt or 
Execute the Laws upon Tranſgreſ- 
ſors *. It ſuffices not to ſpeak a- 
gainſt Sin, (tho? it were in a Charge 
to a Grand Jury) 1t Grandees do 
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not ſtrike at it. Why were you 
cloathed with Power, it Was not 
meerly for an Ornament to your 
Perſons ? God abhors you, and your 
Neighbours will deſpiſe you, it you 
bear the Sword in vain : Heaven 
expets your brandiſhing it for a 
Terror to the lewdeſt wretches : 
The King and the Nation cal] upon 
you, to ſheath it in the Bowels of 
daring Crimes and Abomanations. 
V Vhat mulritudes are there, who 
bid open defiance to Divine Autho- 
rity, to the wiſeſt and molt benefi- 
cial Statutes of the Kingdom ; and 
are you regardleſs of ſuch Villa- 
nies? Have you not Sins enough 
of your own to anſwer for, mult 
the Guilt of others alſo be a preſſing 
heavy eternal Load, upon your 
Conlciences ? Pray read and ponder 
on that terrible Doom denounced on 
a King of Jjrae!, for not executing 
Juſtice on a daring Blaſphemer ; 
1 Ar7gs 20.42. ] hus jauth the Lora, 
B:ciuje thoa najt let go out of thy 
hand, 
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hand, 4 may whom I atpointed to ut- 
ter deſtruction ; therefore thy life 
ſhall go for his life, and thy people 
for his people, There was an ex- 
preſs Law, that every Blaſphemer 
ſhould be Capitally puniſh*d ; Lev. 
24. 16, He that blaſphemeth the name 
of the Lord, he ſhall ſurely be put to 
death ; and all the Congregation ſhall 
certainly ſtone him ; as well the ftran- 
ger, 4s he that is born in the -lana, 
when he blaſphemeth the Name of the 


Lord, ſhall be pat to death, This fa-_ 


cred Charge extended not only to 
the J/raelires, but to Foreigners who 
dwelt among(t them, or were un- 
der their Power ; now Bexhadad 
and his Courtiers had horribly dil- 
honour'd the God of Glory, as if 
he were no better than the Syrian 
Deities; 1 Kyzgs 20. 23. Thetr gods 
are pods of the hills, therefore they 
were ſtronger than we : but let ws fight 
againſt them in the plain, and ſurely 
we fhball be ftronger than they. For 
tits the great God deliver?d up that 
Prince 
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Prince into Ahab's hands, as the 
Lord had by the Prophet aſſur'd ; 
1 Kjnzs 20: 28. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
Becauſe the Syrians ſaid, The Lord 
7s God of the hills, but he is not God 
of the walleys ; therefore will I deli- 
ver all this great multitade into thine 
hand, and ye [hali know that T am the 
£ ora, But the King of Iſrael was 
ſo far from cutting him off for this 
horrid Inſolence againſt the true 
God, that he did not ſo much as 
rebuke him; nay, he treated Bezha- 
dad as a Friend, or Brother, diſmiſ\: 
ſing him on eaſfie terms, and taking 
his word for the performance; not 
being at all concern*d for the Repa- 
ration of God's Honour : But the 
creat God would not put it up ſo, 
Therefore thy Life ſhall go for his. 

To bring the caſe nearer home, 
Suppoſe Dammees and Monſters for 
Protaneneſs are brought before you, 
if you wink at their Villanies, or 
cently repr:mand them ; the Lord 


may leave you and your Families 
OL 


Rp 
: 
; 
\ 


T7 


or Relations in their hands, to plun- 
der or burn your Habitations ; to 
decoy, enſnare and proſtitute your 
own Children; and then your Sin 
will be fairly written upon the pu- 


niſhment., But by Fidelity in your 
publick Stations, you will anſwer 
your Dignity and Character ; the 
{upream and ſubordinate Magiſtrate 
is the Miniſter of God for good : 
The Lord appointed, advanced , 
ſeated Him that is on the Throne, 
and another in the Chair on the 
Bench ; committing to you the 


'Truft, and putting this Power into 


your hands ; and (od deſigwd you 
for abundant (ood, whether Natu- 
zal, to preſerve the Lives, Liberties 
and Properties cf the Children of 
Men ; Moral, to prevent Vice, 
or controul flagitious ſelf-ruining 
Courſes; Civil, tro maintain Socie- 
ties, and promote Righteouſneſs and 
Honeſty ; or Spiritaal, to uphold 
the true Religion, and countenance 
the pure worthip of God : All this 

good 
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good may be comfortably expeCted, 
and your fellow-ſubjects promiſe 
themſelves ſo great fatisfaQtion ; 
when Magiſtrates are active and 
faithful : Brambles will rend and 
tear, Fire goes out of them to de- 
vour; but the Fruit of the Vine is 


chearing, and with delight many 


may ſit down under its reviving 
ſhadow *. | 
5. Seeing the Text referrs to a 
Young Perſon, whom Jeſus Chriſt be- 
held ard loved; Let this eſpecially 
uicken thoſe younger ſober Gen- 
tiemen, ſeveral of which have late- 


ly enter'd into, and join'd with 


theſe Societies, ingaging with them 
in the glorious Enterprife of a Na- 
tional Reformation, May the num- 
ber of ſuch increaſe continually , 
with their vigour and uſefulneſs ; 
your warmth-and fervour 1s exceed- 
ing commendable, in the United, 
Prudential, Religious and Succeſsful 
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Methods taken, to convict the im- 
pudent Heaven-daring MalefaQtors 
of this Age. In Faithfulneſs to 
your Souls, I am bound to put you 
ia Remembrance, that our Lord ac- 
quainted this very Perſon in the 
Text, One thing yet thou lackeſt : 
Even an carneft proſecution of -vile 
Criminals, is ſhort of a ſincere 
Converſion; I hope you will take 
it into Confideraticn, in your deep- 
eft, cloſet, retired Thoughts ; ro 


be 1mportunate at the Throne of 
Grace to be Rexewed in the Spirit of 


your minas, that yoa may approve of, 


ana delight in the boly, perfect and 
acceprable Will of God, Rom. 12 2. 

However, I deſire to bleſs the 
Lord that any eſcave the Pollutions 
of the World through Luſt ; that 
there are ſo many hopeful Tong 
Gentl/emez 1n this degenerate Age - 


Who condemn the trofaneneſs of 


others, by their own delighting in 
Goodneſs ; a Rule which Pyrha- 
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goras gave of old *. Pray Study 
much,and beExemplary in obſerving 
the Scripture Morals in the famous 
Text, Phil.4.8.Whatſoever things are 
true, hozeſt, juſt, lovely, and of good 
report ; if there be any vertue and 
praiſe, think on theſe things. Would 
to God this Sermon might not end 
before all here preſent (of riper 
Years) would ſend up a ſerious 
Wiſh, to be made new Creatures. 
Orphews, an Heathen, offers you 
very whollome InſtruQtions, © Nar- 
&« rowly inſpect your Hearts and 
« Lives, avoid all the crooked Paths 
« that lead to the Chambers of 
« Death, fixing a ſteady Eye on the 
« Supream and Eternal Governour 
« of the whole World +. 
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The perſifting in a Moral, Re- 
gular, Vertuous Converiation, will 
be ſingularly advantageous to your 
{elves, with reference to your 
Health, Eftates, Comfort, and Re- 
putation ; and ſuch a Reward in 
hand, is no ſmall incouragement to 
perſeverance in Well doing. 
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Advertiſement. 


Here's lately brought from Chili, a Province 

in Amzrica,. a molt excellent Natural By/- 
ſam, found out by ſeveral eminent perſons, to ex- 
cel that of Peruand Tolu, in curing of divers di- 
eaſes, as it hath given demoaſtration ; 'Tis a Re- 
medy that no min under the Sun can compoſe, 
being a 'moſt Odoriferous, avd Natural. Balſam. 
It cuces mott Diſeaſes in Human bodys 3. particu- 
larly helps all pains coming from Cold ; chiefly 
pains in the ſtomach, want of app<tife.: Corovo- 
rating and fireagthening the whole body : Tis a- 
wonderful Remedy for ail inwar] fores, vruſes, or 
ulcers of the Lungs, reins, bladder, gc. it helps 
ſhortneſs of breath, cough, conſumption, or whee- 
ſings : tis god in myſt diſeaſes of the head, as fal- 
ling fickneſs, apoplexy, palſev, trembling, con- 
vultions, headach, and giddinels of the head 5 & 
ſtrengthens the brain and nerves, it kills the 
worms ; and helps rhe ſtone, and 'tis a wonder- 
ful thing for moſt Diſeaſes of the Ears, eſpecially 
Deafneſs, And outwardly appiy'd, cures all man- : 
ner of green wounds, U'icers, and Fiſtulas ::Oc. 
Tt is only to be had of Eben : Tracy, at the Three 
Bibles on -London-Bridge Bookſeller , at I 5. 6d. 
the ounce. The bottles arc ſealed. with the 
Balfam-Treec. | | 


